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Induction Ceremonies Sample Script
ELA Honor Society chapters should conduct chapter installation, member induction, and officer installation ceremonies. There are no official ceremony formats; chapters are free to create their own, but an example script is included here.
Some chapters may wish to conduct their ceremonies in connection with a banquet or reception; some may choose to conduct a ceremony during a school assembly. Some may wish to include special music before, during, or after a ceremony. All chapters should consider the importance of attire in creating a dignified, unique atmosphere.
In planning any ceremony, it is essential to organize all the details carefully; the Chapter Advisor and Chapter Leaders should feel free to request support from current student members, other teachers at the school, parents, and others who may commit themselves to assisting.

Ceremony Checklist
· Reserve a room suitable for the number of people expected. If possible, arrange to use the facilities after regular school hours to increase parent participation.
· If refreshments are to be served, arrange them early. Similarly, if a special guest is to be invited, confirm their attendance early.
· If you are going to include flowers as decorations, order them early. We suggest the use of dark pink and/or yellow roses, carnations, marigolds, or chrysanthemums.
· Prepare and send invitations to school officials, faculty, students, and parents.
· Allow for enough time so that the ceremony is not rushed. Dignity should prevail. Encourage the inductees to dress properly.
· Ensure that official membership certificates have been ordered, will arrive, and can be printed before the event.

Sample Script
The format of an ELA Honor Society ceremony should be the following:
1. Welcome by an appropriate school official, to include the introduction of the Chapter Advisors.
2. A brief keynote address by the Chapter Advisor. The topic may be anything appropriate to the field of English and/or the installation of an honor society.
3. Installation of new chapter officers (by the Chapter Advisor, or another appropriate person).
4. Presentation of the charter to the chapter president (by the Advisor).
The following texts are only a suggestion. They can be adapted to the needs of each school.
[The following can be placed on a new page]
CHAPTER INDUCTION CEREMONY (for new chapters only)
Chapter Advisor or ELA Official (to the president of the new chapter):
On behalf of the ELA Honor Society, I present this charter to the [chapter name] Chapter at [school name]. You, your members, and those who will follow, are charged to accept and abide by the ELA Honor Society Constitution.
This charter carries with it a commitment to the mission of the Society: to promote mastery of written expression, encourage worthwhile reading, and foster fellowship among students who excel in the English Language Arts. You are further charged to share your gifts by service to society and by fostering literacy. Do you accept these charges?"

New Chapter President:
On behalf of the members of the [chapter name] Chapter of [school name], we accept this charter from the ELA Honor Society. We dedicate our chapter to the goals of the Society.
Chapter Advisor or ELA Official:
Then welcome into the fellowship of the ELA Honor Society; may you find yourself, this chapter, and this school always responsive to the mission of the Society: to confer distinction upon middle school students for high achievement in the English Language Arts, to encourage interest in the English language arts, to promote exemplary character and good fellowship, and to serve society by fostering literacy.
This ceremony would continue with the induction of new members (see sample script below), a conclusory statement by a Chapter Advisor or school official, and refreshments (if available).

STUDENT MEMBER INDUCTION CEREMONY (for chapters in their second year or beyond)
We highly recommend that official membership certificates be distributed at the time of induction; these must be ordered through the ELA Gateway platform. 
When the facility has been selected and reserved, seating should be arranged in two sections, one for members, and one for non-members (including inductees and their guests).
The treasurer or secretary should have the certificates for each new student member. The vice president should have a list of names of all inductees. The Chapter Leaders should be seated at a table, or on chairs, in the front of the assembly, but behind or next to the table containing the membership materials.

President (standing): This meeting of the [chapter name] Chapter of the ELA Honor Society is called to order. (pause) Have we any new business before us?"
Treasurer (standing): We have.
President: The Chapter Treasurer, [name], is recognized.

Treasurer: President [name], I have the honor of bringing forth, before you and this membership, [number of candidates] candidates seeking membership in the [chapter name] Chapter of the ELA Honor Society.
President: You may present the candidates.
Vice President: When I call your name, please come forward to be recognized.
The Vice President reads the list of names and new student members line up in front of the assembly.
Candidates, upon careful examination of your academic accomplishments in the field of the English Language Arts, in recognition of what you have already done, and in hopeful anticipation of what you will continue to do, I present you to this assembly of parents and family members, to our Chapter Advisors, and to our Chapter Leaders.
President (to Treasurer): Treasurer [name], have these candidates satisfied all of the requirements for membership?
Treasurer: Each has satisfied all chapter requirements for membership.
President (to Secretary): Secretary [name], are all their membership documents in order?
Secretary: Each has membership documents in order.
President: Candidates, having been presented by the Vice President, verified by the Treasurer and Secretary, and approved by our Chapter Advisors and the ELA Honor Society Central Office, you are now ready to become members of the [chapter name] Chapter of the ELA Honor Society. If you agree, answer, 'I am ready for membership.'
New student members (together): I am ready for membership.
President: Only persons of high scholarship in English are able to become members. We join with others from across the country and around the world in celebration of all the fields of English and in acknowledging that a life in which literature and good writing are a significant part, is a life worth living. To accept membership into the [chapter name] Chapter of the ELA Honor Society, you must receive your membership certificate.
The Treasurer and Secretary move to position themselves by the small table holding the membership certificates and pins to pass them to the President and Vice President, as necessary.
President (to each new member): [Student name] accept this certificate of membership. It is your outward symbol of membership, not only now, but also in years to come. 
New student member: Thank you.
If pins are available, then:
Vice President: Take this pin into your safe keeping. As a token of new membership, and as a recognition to others in this fellowship, I charge you to wear it daily.
New student member: Thank you.
When all the new student members have received their materials, the president addresses them.

President: I now declare you to be members in full standing in the [chapter name] Chapter of the ELA Honor Society. We welcome you into the fellowship of this chapter and to the larger fellowship of members throughout the country and around the world. (To the audience) Will everyone please join me in welcoming our new members?" (Applause)
The new members then take seats among the other members of the chapter.
Chapter Advisor: New members, in honor of your accomplishments and in anticipation of your bright future, I end this ceremony with these words by Emily Dickinson. Please commit them to yourself as you grow in our Society, in our community, and in our mutual dedication to a life of letters:
We never know how high we are
Til we are called to rise
And then, if we are true to plan
Our statures touch the skies
Congratulations to you all. Our ceremony is concluded.

CHAPTER LEADER INDUCTION CEREMONY (for chapters in their first year and beyond)
New Chapter Leaders should be installed with an appropriate ceremony to impress upon them the seriousness of their undertaking. With the exception of the chapter's very first installation of officers, when none precede them, this ceremony should take place at the end of the school year, when the outgoing officers will be present to pass on either a literal or metaphoric legacy to their successors. At the initial installation of officers (when this ceremony can precede the induction of student members), the Chapter Advisor may perform the duties of the outgoing officers.
The outgoing officers should be seated at a long table or row of chairs in the front of the membership. The new officers sit among the society members.

Outgoing President: (standing throughout the ceremony and addressing the membership) 
The President may briefly summarize the most important accomplishments during their tenure.
We are now ready to install our new Chapter Leaders for the coming year. Each Leader has important duties; and each is responsible for the chapter's success. (Pause) We first give charge to the office of the treasurer.
Outgoing Treasurer (stands): Will [incoming Treasurer's name] come forward?
The incoming Treasurer comes forward and stands before the outgoing treasurer.
My fellow member, the office of Treasurer is an important one. It will be your duty to keep an accurate record of all monies paid into the chapter treasury. Working with our Chapter Advisors, you will ensure that the chapter maintains a reputation for honesty and efficiency. You will, at all times, be prepared to furnish information concerning the financial condition of the chapter. Are you ready to assume the duties for your office?
Incoming Treasurer: I am.
Outgoing Treasurer: Then, as an emblem of your office, take this certificate into your safe keeping. Guard it well as part of your ongoing legacy to the officers and members who shall follow in years to come.
The incoming treasurer accepts their certificate of office and takes a seat in front of the membership, and the outgoing treasurer sits with the membership.
Outgoing President: We shall now give the charge to the Secretary.
Outgoing Secretary (stands): Will [incoming Secretary's name] come forward?
The incoming Secretary comes forward and stands before the outgoing secretary.
Outgoing Secretary: My fellow member, it will be your duty to keep an accurate record of all meetings of the chapter. Working with our Chapter Advisor, you will be responsible for notifying members of meetings and keeping them informed of other chapter events. You will also be responsible for all communication between the chapter and the school. Are you ready to assume the duties of your office?
Incoming Secretary: I am.
Outgoing Secretary: Then, as an emblem of your office, take this certificate into your safe keeping. Guard it well as part of your ongoing legacy to the officers and members who shall follow in years to come.
The incoming Secretary accepts their certificate of office and takes a seat in front of the membership, and the outgoing Secretary sits with the membership.
Outgoing President: We shall now give the charge to the Vice President.
Outgoing Vice President (stands): Will [incoming Vice President's name] come forward?
The incoming Vice President comes forward and stands before the outgoing Vice President.
Outgoing Vice President: My fellow member, it will be your duty to perform all of the duties of the President in their absence and to cooperate with them to promote the chapter. It is also your duty to prepare and instruct inductees for the induction ceremony, and to serve, with our Chapter Advisors, as program co-chair. Are you ready to assume the duties of your office?
Incoming Vice President: I am.
Outgoing Vice President: Then, as an emblem of your office, take this certificate into your safe keeping. Guard it well as part of your ongoing legacy to the officers and members who shall follow in years to come.
The incoming Vice President accepts their certificate of office and takes a seat in front of the membership, and the outgoing Vice President sits with the membership.
Outgoing President: I will now give the charge to the President. Will [name of the incoming President] come forward?
The incoming President comes forward and stands before the outgoing President.
Outgoing President: It will be your duty to preside at all chapter meetings and to lead and supervise all the chapter's activities. Are you ready to assume the duties of your office?
Incoming President: I am.
Outgoing President: Then, as an emblem of your office, take this certificate into your safe keeping. Guard it well as part of your ongoing legacy to the officers and members who shall follow in years to come.
The incoming President accepts their certificate of office and takes a seat in front of the membership, and the outgoing President sits with the membership.
New President: Chapter Leaders rise.
All of the new Chapter Leaders stand.
Chapter Advisor or ELA Official: You have been duly elected to your office by the [chapter name] Chapter of the ELA Honor Society. I now have the honor to act as its representative and to induct you as Chapter Leaders. Will you, therefore, repeat the following declaration after me? (pause)
I accept the office / to which I have been elected, / and promise to carry out my duties / to the best of my ability / and to abide by and support / this chapter and the ELA Honor Society.
New President (addressing the audience): Let us welcome the new officers. (leads applause) Let me ask last year's officers to stand once more as we recognize them for their leadership this past year. (leads applause)
Everyone, please be seated (the new president remains standing). 
The President may give a short speech about their plans and hopes for the coming year. 

In the case of the first year, this ceremony will continue with the induction of student members. In all other years, this ceremony will conclude at this point.



